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ADA Standards.  The Americans with 

Disabilities Act requirements for universal 

accessibility in building and environmental 

design. 

 

Alteration.  Any change in the external 

architectural features of any structure within the 

Downtown Overlay District. 

 

Board of Adjustment.  Regulatory body, 

consisting of nine members, which reviews all 

applications for appeal of a decision by the 

Zoning Enforcement Officer.  From Mount Holly 

Zoning Ordinance, Article XII, Section 12.1.   

 

Building Code.   Those standards adopted by 

local governments to regulate the construction 

of buildings.  In Mount Holly, these refer to 

those building codes in effect for Gaston County 

as well as all codes appropriate for government- 

funded buildings. 

 

Building Permit. A permit required for 

construction of new buildings or for alterations 

of the interior or exterior of a structure. 

 

Demolition.  The destruction of a building or 

structure. Demolition within the Downtown 

Overlay District requires a Zoning Permit. 

 

Egress.  Exit. 

 

Exterior Architectural Appearance.  

Architectural character, general composition 

and general arrangement of the exterior of the 

structure, including the building material, type 

and character of all windows, doors, light 

fixtures, signs and appurtenant elements visible 

from the street or public thoroughfare. 

 

Historic Property.  Any place, building, 

structure, fixture, or similar object that has been 

individually designated as a contributing 

property within the Downtown Overlay District. 

 

Ingress.  Entrance. 

 

 

Ordinary Maintenance or Repair.  General 

repair to a structure or building which could be 

considered regular day to day necessities in 

keeping a structure or building in operable or 

living condition and which prevents hazards to 

the public. 

 

Plans.  Scale drawings in plan view and 

elevations, site surveys, and drawings 

containing all the information necessary to 

demonstrate the alterations proposed by the 

applicant to receive a zoning permit. 

 

Preservation.  The saving from destruction, 

deterioration, or demolition of old and historic 

buildings, sites, structures and objects and 

providing for their continued use by means of 

restoration, rehabilitation, or reuse.  Specifically, 

"the act or process of applying measures to 

sustain the existing form, integrity, and material 

of a building or structure, and the existing form 

and vegetative cover of a site. It may include 

stabilization work where necessary as well as 

ongoing maintenance of the historic building 

materials" (Secretary of the Interior). 

 

Rehabilitation.  The act or process of returning 

a property to a state of utility through repair or 

alteration which makes possible an efficient 

contemporary use while preserving those 

features of the property which are significant to 

its historical, architectural, and cultural values. 

 

Restoration.  The act or process of accurately 

recovering the form and details of a property 

which are significant to its historical, 

architectural, and cultural values (Secretary of 

the Interior). 

 

Story.  A story is defined as the vertical portion 

of a building façade that equals the height of the 

interior space enclosed by that facade.  When 

dwelling space is located within a roofline, it is 

considered one-half (1/2) story.  A raised 

foundation containing a garage, storage area, or 

dwelling space is considered a story. 
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Structure.  Anything existing, constructed, or 

erected with a fixed location in or on the 

ground, such as walls, fences, signs, light 

fixtures, steps, or elements thereof. 

 

Zoning Ordinance.  The legal document of 

codes and regulations by which the City of 

Mount Holly “…is empowered to regulate and 

restrict the height, number of stories, and size of 

buildings and other structures, the percentage of 

the lots that may be occupied, the size of yards, 

courts, and other open spaces, the density of 

population, and the location and use of 

buildings, structures, and land for trade, 

industry, residence or other purposes.”   City of 

Mount Holly Zoning Ordinance, Article I, Section 

1.1. 

 

Zoning Permit.  The document issued by the 

Mount Holly zoning administration following 

the review proscribed in the Design Review 

section, certifying that the proposed actions by 

an applicant are found to be acceptable in terms 

of design criteria relating to the property and 

the Downtown Overlay District.  
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Alignment.  The arrangement of objects along a 

straight line. 

 

Asphalt Shingles. A type of roofing material 

composed of layers of saturated felt, cloth or 

paper, and coated with a tar or asphalt 

substance, and granules. 

 

Awning.  A roof-like structure, often made of 

canvas or plastic, that serves as a shelter, as over 

a storefront, window, door, or deck. 

 

Balcony. A railed projecting platform found 

above the ground level. A platform projecting 

from a wall, enclosed by a railing or balustrade, 

supported on brackets or cantilevered out. 

 

Base.  The lowest part of a column or 

architectural structure.  A base story is the 

lowest story. 

 

Bay.   A main division of a structure, usually 

containing a window or door.  A building with 

three windows across the front is referred to as 

three bays wide.  Also an enclosed space 

protruding from the exterior of a building such 

as a bay window. 

 

Board and Batten. Vertical plank siding with 

joints covered by narrow wood strips. 

 

Bracket. A projecting support member found 

under the eaves or other overhangs.  Related 

terms: Modillion, Corbel 

 

Character.  The combination of qualities or 

features that distinguishes a place. 

 

 

 

 

Column. A slender upright structure, generally 

consisting of a cylindrical shaft, a base and a 

capital:  It is usually a supporting or ornamental 

member in a building.  Related term:  pillar. 

 

Coping. The protective uppermost course of a 

wall or parapet usually with a sloping top.  Also 

refers to a masonry base below an iron fence. 

 

Cornice. The continuous projection at the top of 

a wall. The top course or molding of a wall 

when it serves as a crowning member. 

 

Cupola. A small structure built on top of a 

building, usually for ornamental purposes. 

 

Double-Hung Window.  A window with two 

sashes, (the framework in which window panes 

are set), each movable. 

 

Dormer.  A window set upright in a sloping 

roof. The term is also used to refer to the roofed 

projection in which this window is set. 

 

Elevation. The vertical plane of a façade of a 

building.  An elevation drawing is a view of 

such vertical plane. 

 

Exterior Expression.  The composition of the 

building façade, that corresponds to the interior 

spatial arrangement, such as the number and 

height of floors and interior volumes expressed 

through door and window placement and 

structural and decorative elements. 

 

Façade.  Front or principal face of a building;  

also, any side of a building that faces a street or 

other open space. 
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Fenestration. The arrangement of windows on a 

building. 

Flashing:  Pieces of metal, usually copper or 

galvanized aluminum, used to prevent leaking 

on roofs, around chimneys, at the edge of a roof 

and vertical wall, over windows and doors, and 

at the water table. 

Floor-to-Floor Height.  The vertical distance  

measured between one finished floor level and 

another finished floor level, either one story 

above or below.  This does not indicate the 

distance between a finished floor and ceiling. 

Frieze.  A horizontal board used to terminate the 

corner boards and siding material at the soffit.   

Frontage.  The front, or street-facing, edge of a 

site.  

Foundation.  The lowest supporting part or 

member of a wall, including the base and 

footing courses of a structure. 

Glazing.  Window pattern or type.  The metal or 

wooden members in a window unit, which form 

the framework of individual panes.  

Human Scale.  A combination of building 

elements that are accommodating and 

proportional to the human form. 

In-kind Replacement.  To replace a feature of a 

building with materials of the same 

characteristics, such as material, texture, color, 

etc. 

Lintel. A horizontal structural member that 

supports a load over an opening. 

Lite:  A single pane of glass.  The lite pattern is 

defined by the number of lites in each sash.  For 

example- 4 lite over 1 lite. 

 

 

Masonry.  Construction material such as stone, 

brick, concrete block or tile. 

Massing. The grouping or arrangement of the 

primary geometric components of a building. 

The physical size and bulk of a structure. 

Mixed-Use Building.  A structure that allows 

multiple spaces to be utilized within a single 

building for different purposes.  Many mixed 

use buildings allocate lower level space for 

commercial or civic uses, and upper levels for 

studios, offices or dwelling units. 

Orientation.  Generally, orientation refers to the 

manner in which a building relates to the street.  

The entrance to the building plays a large role in 

orientation of a building; whereas, it should face 

the street. 

Ornament.  Architectural elements such as a 

cornice or frieze which embellish the building 

façade and often provide protection for the 

building structure. 

Outbuilding. A detached structure which is 

secondary in hierarchy from the main building, 

serving in some complementary support 

function.  This would include, garage, carport, 

guest house, studio, conservatory, equipment 

shed, workshop, potting shed, pump room, etc. 

Pane.  A single piece of window glass.  Double 

hung windows are often described according to 

the number of panes they have in each sash.  For 

example, a six over six indicates that each sash 

has six panes. 

Parapet.  A low wall or protective railing often 

used along the edge of a roof. 
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Patterns.  A set of consistent building 

configurations, forms, or methods that are 

characteristic of a particular place. 

 

Pier.  A foundation support column typically of 

masonry construction. 

 

Pilaster. The projecting part of a square column 

which is attached to a wall, it is finished with the 

same cap and base as a freestanding column.  

Also a narrow vertical member in a similar 

position. 

 

Porch Piers.  Upright structures of masonry 

which serve as principal supports for porch 

columns. 

 

Portico.  A porch or covered walk consisting of a 

roof supported by columns. 

 

Post. A piece of wood, metal, etc., usually long 

and square of cylindrical, set upright to support 

a building, sign, gate, etc. 

 

Preservation.  The act or process of applying 

measures to sustain the existing form, integrity 

and materials of a building or structure, and the 

existing form and vegetative cover of a site.  It 

may include initial stabilization work, where 

necessary, as well as ongoing maintenance of the 

historic building materials. 

 

Proportion.  The relationship of an individual 

part to an entire composition.  Within a façade, 

the relationship between building elements, 

with respect to comparative size, quantity, or 

density. 

 

Public Vantage.  Any view permitted from a 

public thoroughfare. 

 

 

 

Railing:  The railing is  a continuous horizontal 

member forming the top portion of the 

balustrade.  It is found on porches and 

staircases. 

 

Reconstruction.  The act or process of 

reproducing by new construction the exact form 

and detail of a vanished building, structure or 

object, or part thereof, as it appeared at a specific 

period of time. 

 

Rehabilitation.  The process of returning a 

property to a state of utility, through repair or 

alteration, which makes possible an efficient 

contemporary use while preserving those 

portions and features of the property which are 

significant to its historic, architectural, and 

cultural values. 

 

Renovation.  The act or process of returning a 

property to a state of utility through repair or 

alteration, which makes possible a 

contemporary use. 

 

Rhythm.  Patterned variation characterized by 

the regular recurrence or alternation of different 

building elements. 

Roof.  The top covering of a building.  Types 

include: 

 Gable Roof has a pitched roof with ridge 

and vertical ends. 

 Hip Roof has sloped ends instead of 

vertical ends. 

 Shed roof has one slope only and is built 

against a higher wall or roof. 

 

Sash. The framework into which window panes 

are set. 

 

Scale.  The size of structure as it appears to the 

pedestrian and in relationship to adjacent 

structures. 
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Setback.  The distance between the street right-

of-way line and the front line of a building or 

any projection thereof.  This also refers to side 

and rear yard lines. 

 

Shutter.  A covering for a window or door, used 

both externally and internally.  When operated, 

it will cover the window from jamb to jamb.  

Shutter styles vary.  Often found are louvered, 

raised panel or drop (flat) panel, and board and 

batten. 

 

Siding.  The narrow horizontal or vertical wood 

boards that form the outer face of the walls in a 

traditional wood frame house.  Horizontal wood 

siding is also referred to as clapboards.  The 

term “siding” is also more loosely used to 

describe any material that can be applied to the 

outside of a building as a finish. 

 

Sill.  The lowest horizontal member in a frame 

or opening for a window or door.  Also, the 

lowest horizontal member in a framed wall or 

partition. 

 

Soffit.  The under surface of an architectural 

feature, such as an arch, roof, cornice, window 

or door head.  Generally referring to the 

underside of the roof overhang.   

 

Standing Seam Metal Roof.  A standing seam 

roof is a roof with vertical metal panels.  

Historically, the panels were fitted together with 

hand rolled seams. 

 

Stoop.  A small porch, platform, or staircase 

leading to the entrance of a building. 

 

Store Front.  A street level façade of a 

commercial building, usually having display 

windows. 

 

 

Streetscape.  Generally, the streetscape refers to 

the character of the street, or how elements of 

the street form a cohesive environment. 

 

Sustainable Design.  A building design 

philosophy that strives to create a structure that 

withstands time and natural weathering and can 

accommodate a variety of uses, thereby 

exhibiting longevity through thoughtful, initial 

design decisions. 

 

Transom Window. A small window or series of 

panes above a door or window. 

 

Vernacular. This describes a building which 

does not exhibit details associated with a 

specific architectural style, but is a simple 

building with modest detailing and form.  

Historically, factors often influencing vernacular 

building were things such as local building 

materials, local climate and building forms used 

by successive generations. 

 

Visual Compatibility.  Factors dealing with 

height, proportion, rhythm, materials, and 

details of buildings, in relationship to the 

surrounding visual environment.   

 

Visual Continuity.  A sense of unity or 

belonging together that elements of the built 

environment exhibit because of similarities 

among them. 

 

Visually Incompatible.   Height, proportion, 

rhythms, materials and color of buildings, their 

elements and materials are NOT visually 

sympathetic with the Downtown Overlay 

District. 

 

Water Table.  A projecting, sloping member 

around a building’s foundation to throw rain 

water away from the wall.  
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